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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-5, 7-17, 19 and 20 are allowed. Claims 6 and 18 are cancelled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Phillip Articola on 05/16/2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

a. . Claims 6 and 18 are cancelled. 

b. Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of performing one or more of adding and 
removing a process in a distributed system having a plurality of processes currently 
operational therein, said method comprising steps of: 

(1 ) launching a probationary member in said distributed system; 

(2) establishing a plurality of communication paths between said probationary 
member and each of said plurality of processes, respectively, in said system; 

(3) evaluating at least one criterion for promoting said probationary member 
to a full member, based on information obtained from said probationary member by said 
each of said plurality of processes on said plurality of communication paths; and 
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(4) p e rforming on e of promot i ng sa i d probat i onary member to a fu ll memb e r 
and eli m i nating sa i d probat i onary m e mb e r based on the evaluation performed in step 
(3), replacing a first process in said system and promoting said probationary member to 
a full member in a single view change in which all processes in said system are notified 
of said first process being replaced and said probationary member being promoted. 

wherein at least two of said plurality of processes are performed on separate 
processors that communicate with each other over a computer network. 

c. Claim 3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein said step (4) 
further comprises st e ps step of: 

promoting said probationary member to said full member in response to said at 

least 

one criterion being satisfiedha^d 

eli minating sa i d probationary m e mb e r i n r e sponse to said at le ast on e crit e rion 
not b ei ng sat i sfi e d . 

d. Claim 7, line 1 , replace "6" with 1». 

e. Claim 9. (Currently Amended) A distributed system including a plurality of 
processes in communication with each other, said distributed system comprising: 

a first host capable of executing a first process of said plurality of processes; 
a second host capable of executing a second process of said plurality of 
processes; 

a third host capable of executing a third process of said plurality of processes; 
a first communication path connecting said first and second hosts, a second 
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communication path connecting said first and third hosts, and a third communication 
path connecting said second and third hosts; wherein 

said second process is a probationary member evaluated using at least one 
criterion for promoting said probationary member to a full member; and 

said probationary member being ei th e r promoted to a full member or eli m i nat e d 
in a single view change in which all processes in said system are notified of said 
probationary member being promoted and a first process in said system being replaced, 
based on the evaluation using said at least one criterion for promoting said probationary 
member to a full member, said at least one criterion being obtained based on 
information output by said second host that is received on said first and third 
communication paths by said first and third hosts, 

wherein at least two of said plurality of processes are performed on separate 
processors that communicate with each other over a computer network. 

f. Claim 10. (Currently Amended) The distributed system of claim 9, wherein 
said system is operable to promote said probationary member to said full member in 
response to said at least one criterion being satisfiedfaf*4 

sa i d syst e m i s op e rab le to eli minat e sa i d probat i onary m e mb e r i n r e spons e to 
sa i d at le ast on e crit e r i on not b e ing sat i sfi e d. 

g. Claim 13. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium on which is 
embedded a program, the program executing a method for performing one or more of 
adding and removing a process in a distributed system having a plurality of processes 
currently operational therein, said method comprising steps of 
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(1) launching a probationary member in said distributed system; 

(2) establishing a plurality of communication paths between said probationary 
member and each of said plurality of processes currently operational in said distributed 
system; 

(3) evaluating at least one criterion for promoting said probationary member 
to a full member, based on information obtained from said probationary member by 
each of said plurality of processes currently operational, respectively, by way of said 
plurality of communication paths; and 

(4) p e rforming on e of promoting said probationary member to a full member 
and e li m i nat i ng sa i d probationary m e mb e r replacing a first process in said system in a 
single view change in which all processes in said system are notified of said first 
process being replaced and said probationary member being promoted, based on the 
evaluation performed in step (3), 

wherein at least two of said plurality of processes are performed on separate 
processors that communicate with each other over a computer network. 

h. Claim 1 5. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 1 4, 
wherein said step (4) in said method further comprises steps of: 

promoting said probationary member to said 1 1 1 member in response to said at 
lest one criterion being satisfied^af^ 

e lim i nat i ng said probat i onary m e mb e r i n response to sa i d at le ast on e cr i t e rion 
not being satisfi e d . 

i. Claim 19, line 1, replace "18" with ~ 13--. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the prior arts of record teach or suggest evaluating at least one 
criterion for promoting probationary member process to a full member process based on 
information obtained from the probationary member process by each of plurality of 
processes on plurality of communication paths and based on the evaluation performed, 
replacing a member process in the system and promoting the probationary member 
process to a full member process in a single view change in which all processes in the 
system are notified of the member process being replaced and probationary member 
process being promoted, wherein at least two of plurality of processes are performed on 
separate processors that communicate with each other over a computer network along 
with other claim limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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